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GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

This is an interesting essay with a novel take on
the "Celtic Revival", however it does contain rather
too many typographical or grammatical errors, the
former of which at least suggest the need for
greater focus when proofreading, and prior to
submission of the final version. 

Regarding the point on page 3 about Wales having
been, and remaining, the country with the highest
number of speakers of a Celtic language, only half
of this is true. Wales has more speakers of a Celtic
language than any other country today. However, a
century ago, that honour would have gone to the
Breton language in Brittany, with well over a
million speakers (a feat yet to be equalled by
Welsh). 

As far as any link between language, culture and
ethnicity is concerned, there has been an "assumed
association" between these since long before Lhuyd
(p. 3). Greek and Roman authors would often
describe the language,  physical appearance, tools,
religion, dress, temperament etc of a people as if
they were all interconnected parts of a whole (to
such an extent that trying to argue that they are
independent and capable of separate distribution
can be really hard work). 

The crediting of the Welsh as "the original
inhabitants of Britain" (p. 5) was achieved long
before the period in question here. Indeed, for
many centuries Welsh and British were largely
synonymous terms. In the 8th century, Bede noted
that the island was named after the Britons and
originally had no inhabitants but them, with Welsh
being simply the Anglo-Saxons' name for them.
The inclusion of Brittonic under the Celtic banner
did, however, ally them within a wider circle of
"friends" (who had often previously been enemies),
as suggested on page 6. 



It could be argued that "the main crux of why Wales
qualifies for the Celtic" (p. 7) is not based around
ideas of ethno-nationalism, but simply because
Wales is home to a language which can
conclusively be shown to share a common origin
with Gaulish etc. It is more than possible that
someone from Gwynedd, who self-identifies as
Welsh and speaks the language, may have English
ancestry (take the MP Liz Saville-Roberts as an
example) while a German-speaker from Austria
may be directly descended from a Hallstatt prince
but hold no Celtic identity at all. 

A glance at today's "Celtic nations" suggests that
the primary criterion for labelling territories as
Celtic is the survival into the modern era of a Celtic
language (as acknowledged later on page 7). That
is not to suggest, of course, that linguistic
continuity of this kind has not been "embellished"
to produce a wider romantic image, nor does it
imply that Celtic is necessarily the best word for
this linguistic group. However, language is
frequently used (with far less controversy than in
the Celtic case) as an identifier for nations across
the world. The 22 member-states of the Arab
League are united by their speaking of Arabic.
Russia, Poland and Bulgaria (and many others) are
all known as Slavic countries. Latin America is so
called because countries from Mexico to Chile all
speak Romance languages (with no implication
that their indigenous populations are descended
from Romans). Wider problems arise, however,
largely as a result of the assumed association
between language and ethnicity noted above. 

The essay has made a genuine attempt at tackling
an old topic in a new way, but not always taken
into account that many of the issues raised are in
fact much older than the Celtic Revival, and some
of the claims made should have been checked for
factual accuracy. That said, there is also plenty of
potential on display for future development. 
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